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Your donation is leveraged to create more. Changes in the Ontario racing industry 

emphasize the need for the industry to come together as a whole to support the 

development of new information from evidenced-based studies. Every donation counts 

and your donation can help leverage success! 

The Equine Guelph Research Committee, consisting of industry representatives and 

equine faculty members, oversees the allocation of research funds, and is co-chaired by 

an industry and a faculty representative. 

As the new faculty co-Chair of the committee as of December 1, 2017, Koch and many 

others are actively seeking to restore a sustainable research funding mechanism. "Many 

people are not aware of the large ripple effect generated by Equine Guelph research 

funds. That initial research dollar provided by EG allows researchers to apply for student 

stipends and gain access to research horses at a very reduced cost through the University 

of Guelph and OMAFRA partnership," Koch explains. As a research program gets 

established, the faculty member is able to compete for further funding outside of the 

University, which grows their research programs. The training of equine board-certified 

specialists also relies on these initial research funds. Sound public policy 

decision-making also relies on independent peer-reviewed research and access to 

independent experts. Reduced research funds are therefore about much more than 

simple loss of discoveries and the development of new diagnostic tools and treatment. 

This is why Koch is so determined to ensure that everyone is aware of the full cost of 

reduced research funding and conversely, "how much good we can do together starting 

with that initial research dollar to Equine Guelph". 
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